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V. An Account of the federal Strata of Earths and 
Foffils found in finking the mineral Wells at Holt. 
'Ey the Reverend Mr. Lewis, Vicar of the Tlace* 
Communicated by John Brome, Efcfo 

A Fter they had palled the upper Turf, they came 
to a blue Clay, which held about 3 Foot-, then 
they met with a yellow, brittle Clay, very much like 
Ochre, ufed by Painters, about 2 Foot in Thicknefs - y 
and next with a Loam of a loofer Texture, which 
fparkled with a kind of Talc, called by the Naturalifts 
Selenites, and was intermixed with yellow Ochre. 
Thefe Selenites, which were plentifully found Ihot in 
the Clay, were Chryftals confiding of tranfparent, 
fhining, brittle Flakes, fome of a Rhomboidal, others 
of a Conical Figure, but all Hexacdra, or Columns of 
6 Sides. They had no fenfible Tafte of Salt, and the 
Clay in which they were found was interfperfed with 
Veins of coloured Earth, of the Colour of Sulphur 
and Iron Ruft. 

Below this, at about 10 Foot deep, they came to a 
Bed of Stones, of a large Size and very hard Tex¬ 
ture, coated with Flakes of Gypfura of a white and 
yellowifti Colour, which run through and divide them, 
as it were by various Membranes into different Cells, 
all filled with hardened Loam of a grey Colour. Thefe 
Stones, which were all of an oval Figure, in Shape re- 
fembling Pebbles, weighed from 10 to 60 Pound 
Weight, and lay all on a Level one by another in the 
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Bed of Clay. Here the Springs come in, and below 
this the Clay was darker coloured, and interlaid with 
froall Shells of the Oyfter,. Efcallop and Mufcle Kind, 
and with a few Belemnites curioufly fhaped. Here 
they met with Stones of a very clofe Texture, which 
when waflie'd feemed to be nothing but a Mafs of 
Shells jumbled and embodyed together. And a little 
lower the Clay produced fome Lumps of a black, bi¬ 
tuminous Sulphur, interlaid with fome final! thin La¬ 
mina?, feeming to be metalline and bright like the 
pureft Silver: Upon firing this fulphurous Bitumen on 
a red-hot Iron, it emitted a blue Flame, and ftrong 
Smell like Brimftone, but the Metal was loft.. From 
this Account of the different Strata found in finking 
thefe Wells, their Impregnation feems to be from Alum, 
Vitriol of Steel, Ochre and Sulphur, and from an ac¬ 
curate Mixture of all thefe, which no Art can imitate, 
it feems to derive thofe admirable Qualities with which 
it is endued. 

Some Conje&ure may be made of its Nature and 
Qualities from the Tin&ures it gives upon chymica!. 
Experiments: With aftringent Drugs,, as Galls, Oak- 
Leaves and Balauftians, it fometimes tinges Red, in¬ 
clining to Purple, and fometimes will not tinge at all: 
With volatile Alkalies, as Spirit of Urine, and Sal 
Armon. it turns milky, with lixiviate Salts, as Oil of 
Tartar, and Deliq. &c. it rifes in a white Curdle: 
But acid faline Liquors, as Spirit of Sait, Nitre, 
caufe no Alteration. 

A Gallon and Half of this Water being evaporated 
ad Siccitatem , the Reliquiae weighed 3 Drams, 1 
Scruple and 19 Grains, fome Parts of which were 
white, and (hot into Stiriae like Needles, and others 
into Prifras. The 
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The neighbouring Country is chiefly a ftrongClay^ 
the Quarries produce a very hard Stone, which feeins 
to be a Compofition of Shells clofely cemented and 
embody’d together, and fome Marchafites which abound 
with Sulphur : In finking deep Pits they throw up 
Stones like Iron Oar, and covered with a Ihining me* 
tallick Subftance and Terpentine Stones, &c. and the 
plough’d Fields abound with Stones refembling Shells 
of the Efcallop and Cockle Kind, ftriated with fome 
Aftroites, which are all ftrong Alkalies, and with 
Aqua-fortis, or Spirit of Nitre, raife a violent Ebul¬ 
lition. 


VI. An Extract of a Letter of Signior Michele 
Pinelli, concerning the Caufes of the Gout. 
TranJIated from the Italian by Joh. James 
Scheutzer, M. T>. V. S. and Coll. Med. 
Lond. Lie. 

I N Order to acquire a competent Knowledge of the 
various Diftempers incident to the human Body, 
particularly fuch, whofe Caufes being not very well 
known, their Cures alfo have been found hitherto 
very difficult, it is abfolutely neceflary, that by the 
concurrent Affiftance of Reafon and Experience, we 
Ihould make an accurate Inquiry into the Principles of 
which it is compofed. 

With this general View, but more particularly in 
Order to difeover the Nature and Caufe of the Gout, 
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